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RCSD Coaches Receive Top Honors from Section V 

(February 23, 2024) The Rochester City School District congratulates two coaches who have been honored 
with Coach of the Year Awards from Section V. 

Brenda Tapper, the Girls Varsity Basketball Coach for the Edison/World of In-
quiry/School Without Walls team, and Joe Jackson, the Boys Varsity Basketball 
Coach at Franklin Upper School, have been named Class AAA Coaches of the 
Year from Section V. 

Ms. Tapper, a 2009 graduate of Edison, currently works as a health education 
teacher at Wilson Foundation Academy.  Prior to that, she worked as a physical 
education teacher at a local charter school and has worked at Roberto Clemente 
School No. 8 and Anna Murray-Douglass Academy School No. 12.  She has been 
coaching in the District for five seasons as a modified and varsity girls volleyball 
coach, as well as the varsity girls basketball coach at School of the Arts.    

Mr. Jackson, also named Coach of the Year for the Rochester City Athletic Con-
ference, started working in the District in 2000 as a substitute school safety officer. 
He has worked at the Jefferson and Charlotte campuses as well as Franklin, Wil-
son, and several other schools for summer assignments.  In 2002, he became a 
permanent school safety officer at Edison, where he remains today.  His coaching 
experience began in 1988 when he coached his alma mater at Joseph C. Wilson 
Magnet High School Commencement Academy.  Since then, he has coached 
boys and girls basketball at Wilson, Edison, and Franklin.  

“I am incredibly proud of our coaches for their exceptional dedication,” said Dr. 
Carmine Peluso, Superintendent of Schools.  “Athletics have such a positive im-
pact on the lives of our students, and our coaches are teaching invaluable lessons that help shape their char-
acter.”

The Franklin boys team plays Edison tonight at 5 p.m. at Franklin Upper School, and the Edison, World of In-
quiry, School Without Walls girls team will play on Tuesday, February 27 at 6 p.m. at Penfield High School.
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